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WARDS OF NATION
AIR GRIEVANCES
TO GRIDIRON CLUB

Members of Cabinet, Con¬
gressmen and Others* at

Festive Board.

"UNCLE SAM'S JUBILEE''
DESCRIBES GATHERING

President's Injunction to Refrain
From Discussion of War Is¬

sues Strictly Regarded.
ONE NEW MEMBER INITIATED

Nklts Portray Gardner's Idea of Army
and Federal Reserve Board

in Full Action.

WASHINGTON. December 12;.Mem¬
bers of the Cabinet. ConRregBmen,
diplomatists and leaders of all activi¬
ties of the nation's life gathered round
the board hero to-night at the Gridiron
Club's winter dinner.

President Wilson's earnest Injunc¬
tion to the American people to refrain
from public discussion of war lsaucs
was strictly regarded, and the location
of every one of the many satires and
dramatic skits was always within the
shore lines of the two occans which
bound the Americans. Uncle Sam's
wards were given full opportunity to
air their grievances, for the most part
In song In a gathering described as
"Uncle Ham's Jubilee." The negro com¬
plained of the workings of the civil
service law which "has sentenced more
good colored votcrn to the levees and
cotton fields than any other perenlclous
legislation." .

Hp also deplored the new primary
laws, and to the air of "Old Uncle Ned"
he sang:
"There was an old delegate; his name

was Uncle Ned;
He lived long ago, long ago;

He went to conventions whenever he
was bid.

And that's how lie lived, long ago.

Chorun.
"Then lay down the shovel and the

hoe.
And hang up the fiddle and the how;

There's no more work for poor Uncle
Ned;

The primaries laid him low."
KA11 MICIl ANOTHBK WAHD

WITH A COMPLAINT
The farmer was anothe/ ward with

a complaint; he wanted a bunch of
greenbacks. Up home he had a shed
full of squashes, and wanted the Treas¬
ury to Issue circulating notes on them.
Two other wards were Colonel Watter-
sou and Colonel Harvey. They had no
grlevunceu, but expressed their con¬
tentment in a song, the refrain of
which was:

"I've come baek, como back;
,'lvo come back. Dear deader, to thee,

to thee;
I've come back, come back:

I've como back. Dear I-eader, to
thee."

Among, other wards, Alaska wanted
lo be shielded from exploitation of
capitalists; Hawaii called attention to
Queen Lllluokalanl's lack of pension;
Porto Hlce wanted more government
jobs and a duty on sugar, and Filipino
wanted to know when he wquld grow
up and be independent. When the lat¬
ter was chlded and told that he must
not get hasty, he replied:
"Hasty! I'm getting musty."
The politician complained that taxes

had been laid on business paper, chew¬
ing gum, billiard-rooms ami circuses,
while whiskey bad gone Scot free, be¬
cause the bill had been passed In Oc¬
tober and the election was In Novem¬
ber, and in a burst of satire ho sang:
"If you have to lay a tax,

Don't put It onto rye.
Put it onto luxuries.
But keep it off of rye.

Stick it onto chewing gum.
Or billiard cues, saya I;

But, for the love of Mike, I beg you,
Keep It off rye."

IIKALISTIC PRIZE FIGHT
IS STAGED IN HALL

A realistic prize fight was staged In
the centre of the dining hall, and the
spectators were treated to a lively mill.
The stake was "a large house located
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue," and the
principals were "Kid Democracy" and
"Old G. O. I'.," the referee being "Bull
Moose," who announced his ability to
lick both of the two old parties. His
decisions had never been questioned,
"even when overruled by the Supreme
Court."
A moving' picture show enlivened the

proceedings, representing "the great¬
est deliberative body on earth; the
United States Senate" In session, but
the general effect was greatly marred,
first, try a strenuous objection to such
an undignified encroachment upon the
body, and when that had hoen re¬
moved by the Insertion of Its owrt
name Into the advertisement, by the
fact that Senator Ollie James persisted
In standing up and thereby blotting
out the remainder of the picture.
following Its Invariable rule, the

Gridiron Club Initiated, In the presence
of Its many guests, a now member.
William E. Brlgham. Washington cor¬
respondent of the Boston Transcript,
who was described as "a journalist
who would like to get Into an associa¬
tion of newspaper men." Answering
ijuostlons, he said that he was "In
pretty good standing in Secretary
Bryan's anteroom."
A Roosevelt song, to the tune of

"I'm on My Way to Mandalay," fol¬
lowed with this chorus:
"I'm on my way to Oyster Bay,
Beneath my sheltering roof I've got

to stay,
T sing a song.
Of things gone wrong,
I'm no longer trusted.
They have got me flustered.
And thc^Blg Stick's busted.
That's why I'm on tho way to Oyster

Bay,
I've como to say grood-by."
SOME OLD SIMHITS

AH 13 llHOl'GHT TOGETHER
"Old Homo Week" brought together

come old spirits under tho kindly eye
of the Goddess of Liberty on nn ele¬
vated porch, who had come to welcome
them from her station on the dome of
tho Capitol. Uncle Joe Cannon was
Among tho first arrivals, and when
npk'ftd how long he was going to stay,
replied:

"Weill, 1 didn't buy no return ticket.v1 Cy Sulioway, another returning Con¬
gressman. announced that up his way

(Continued on Last Tago.)

SERVIAN KING AT FRONT
Inspiring Pr*»«ice Chief Cause of He-

cent Successes.

PARIS, December 12.. The Insplr-
InK presence and words of King Peter
of Servla aro given' aa chief causes
of successes recently achieved by the
Servian army, says a dispatch from
Nlsh to t'io Matin.

"Soldiers! Heroes! Your old King
has >jomo to J»e with you for the
fullieriand, fn- Strvla. Lot js drive
out the c-ncmy"
The words, gays the Matin's dispatch,

were pronounced by King Peter before
vthc order for the general attack was
given which resulted In the Austrlans
defeat. According to the Nlsh dispatch,
the King's exclamation had the efTect
of a train of gunpowder, and the un¬
forgettable battle began before Topola,
cradle of the Karageorgevltch dynasty,
ten miles from Mount Olenatz, where
rest the ashes of the Servian hero's
royal family.

BOOST FOR "DIXIE HIGHWAY"
¦Governors of Several Slate* Asked to

.' Organize Association.
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.. December 12.

.Governor Ralston Issued a call to¬
day to the Governors of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Georgia. Illinois and Florida
to meet In Chattanooga on January 11
to consider organizing a North and
South Highway Association. Its pur¬
pose would be to encourage the "Dixie
Highway," proposed to load from Chi¬
cago through Indianapolis. Louisville,
Nashville. Chattanooga, Atlanta and
Mucon to Jacksonville, Fla.
The Governor was asked to Issue the

call by the HooBler Motor Club, of In¬
dianapolis.

"It Is believed," reads the Governor's
letter, "that such a through highway
would be of great and mutual benefit
to the people North and South In many
ways. It would become a much trav¬
eled thoroughfare, and an ever
strengthening bond of unity between
the people of these States."

FOUND DEAD IN MODESf ROOM
Emory Kdvrards Han Deeds for Prop¬

erty Worth llundreda of Millions.
NEW YORK, December 12..Exami¬

nation of the personal effects of Emory
Edwards, forty-three years old. who
was found dead In his modest board-
ing-houBe, revealed old decdB and doc¬
uments Indicating he was the repre¬
sentative of the Edwards estate, which
at one time owned the site of the
post-ofllce on I'ark Row and the Aator
House and an JS,000,000 estate In Hol¬
land. It was estimated the property
mentioned In the doeds in Edwards's
room now is worth several hundred
million dollars.
Edwards came to New York about

three weeks ago, and attracted atten¬
tion in the neighborhood in which ho
took lodgings because of his expensive
clothes and Jewelry. It Is believed he
came here to represent the Edwards
OBtate.

Physicians said death was due to
natural causes. /

GERMAN HIDES IN TRUNK
Discovered, by .Vigilant Customs Officer
4 a< (iraveiend,

LONDON, December 12..A vigilant
customs officer at Gravesend to-day
captured a German army ofTlcer, whom
he extricated from hiding In a huge
trunk that wus about to lie shipped to
Rotterdam. The trunk was going for¬
ward rs ordinary merchandise on
hoard the steamer Batavler. The cus¬
toms ofllcer became suspicious, and
gave orders that the padlocks be
broken. When the lid was removed
a man, later Identified as a German
officer, was lifted out of the box. He
was removed to the Gravesend police
station. Redding, food and water were
found in the trunk.

It was believed the officer escaped
from one of the internment camps in
England. It Is supposed he was en¬
deavoring to convey Information to
Germany.

BIG FIRE IN IN BIRMINGHAM
Flames for Airhile Threaten <. Destroy

Retail Business Section.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., December 12..
Over 250 persons, a majority of them
shop girls, are without positions as
the result of fire which threatened
to destroy the retail business section
of Birmingham early Saturday morn¬
ing. The loss Is approximately $500,-
000, borne chiefly by the Steele-Smith
Department Store, in which the fire
originated. The loss is partially cov¬
ered by Insurance. Steele-Smith will
engage temporary quarters until a new

building can be erected.
Flying sparks, spread over a wide

area by a stiff wind, started a dozen
small blazes In the retail section of
Birmingham.
Many shop girls returned to their

work to find firemen with Ice-coated
helmets working among the charred
counters.

FOUR GET SEVEN YEARS EACH
Convicted of Brlnfflns ExploxlTen Into

Alnbnmn Prom Georgia.
MONTOOMKRY, ALA., December 12.

.Sentences of seven years each were
Imposed by United States Judge Henry
D. Clayton in tho Federal Court here
upon John Williams, Harry Marks,
Frank Moore and John Todd, convict¬
ed of bringing explosives into Alabama
from Georgia. They will be taken to
the Federal -Penitentiary at Atlanta on

Monday. The men were arrested here
last March, when a qunntlty of .dyna¬
mite, nitroglycerin and burglars' tools
were found on Todd. Williams. Moore
and Marks are under Indictment at
Tuscaloosa charged with robbing an
A. G. S. passenger train at Bibbville.
Ala., In September, 1913.

EXPELLED FROM PALESTINE
Mmiy Member* of Religion* Orders Ar¬

rive at Mnl«n.

MALTA, December 12 (via London).
.The steamer Caledonian, which ar¬
rived from Port Said to-day; had on
board many members of religious or¬
ders. mostly French. Sixty-six nuns
were landed here, but the remainder
will proceed to France on the steamer.
A majority of tho people wero ex¬

pelled from Palestine by the Turks,
while the others fled because of the
war menaae.

TURKS BOMBARD BATUM
One Huprired Russian* Reported Killed

nnd Number* Wounded.
LONDON, December 12..A dispatch

received here from Constantinople by
way of Berlin says a Turkish fleet
yesterday bombarded the environs of
Batum, the Russian seaport on the
eastern coast ~of the Black Sea. One
hundred Russians wene killed And a
niimber were wounded Tjy the fire.

Something Wrong With
Timing of Operations for

Relief of Cracow.

INDIVIDUAL ARMIES
MEET SHARP REVERSES

Capture of Lodz by Teutons Is
Without Spectacular

Sequel.
BOTH PROFESS SATISFACTION

Difficult to Estimate Precisely Sig¬
nificance of Events in

East.

LONDON", December 12..The close of
war 8 eighteenth week finds stirring
operations In the east of chief Imme¬
diate importance. Since military head¬
quarters on both sides profesB satis¬
faction with the situation, and are

giving outsiders only scant opportuni¬
ties of forming Independent Judgment,
it Is difficult to estimate precisely the
significance of events. Nevertheless, it
Is now declared by British commenta¬
tors that something: went wrong with
the timing of the AuKtro-German
operations for the relief of Cracow.
Converging columns apparently failed
to effect a Junction, with the result
that General DlmltrlefT. former Bul¬
garian minister at Petrograd, seems to
have been able to inflict a sharp re¬
verse on the Teutonic forces by re¬
pulsing the individual armies.
further to the north, the capture of

Lodz by the Germans, so far as Is
known, has had no spectacular sequel.
Yesterday's German oflicial report did
not refer to operations along the
centre, although It mentioned military
activities In North and .South Poland.

Berlin military writers have warned
the public not to base excessive expec¬
tations on the capture of Lodz. While
the invaders made fierce onslaughts
against the Russian lines northeast of
Lodz. Wednesday and Thursday, in at¬
tempts to break through towards War¬
saw, they appear to have accomplished
little. It is considered possible, how¬
ever, that the Germans now are plac¬
ing chief reliance on the effort to turn
the right flank of Grand IJukc Nicho¬
las's army through efforts of the In¬
vading forces pushing forward from
the direction of Mlawa, near the East
Prussian border.
ATTACK PROGRESSING, *

If» GERMAN CLAIM.
The German statement yesterday eald

that attack was progressing, but Rus-
Hlan headquarters claim the Teutons
have been repulsed there and put to
flight.
The more optimistic British observ¬

ers think they see in that quarter a
situation developing which is similar
to that which resulted in the previous
retreat of the Germans. The invaders,
however, now are much stronger thaii
when they made the earlier effort to
reach Warsaw.

In France and Belgium, while no
general advance has yet been signaled,
the allies' steady pressure on the Ger¬
man line Is believed to presage an early
goneral offensive movement.
"Continued progress in the direction

of the enemy's line is becoming so fa¬
miliar a formula In the. French oflicial
communications as to lead to expecta¬
tions of larger operations soon.
The Germans who surrounded Ypres

la month ago still are attacking the
town. Their onslaught yesterday was
particularly violent, and they captured
a French trench. However, before
nightfall the allies were back again.
German and French statements about

happenings in the forest of Lel're;rc
are diametrically opposed. Both sides
claim success. This point Is of especial
Importance, for If th^ allies, as the
French assert, have captured German
trenches there, this change sensibly In¬
creases the menace to the line of com¬
munication between Metz and the
somewhat issolated German forces at
St. Mlhlel.

GERMANS KOI.I.OWlSiG
WEMi-KXOWX TACTICS

PKTROGRAD, December 12 (via Lon¬
don)..Russian military observers con¬
tend that the Germans in withdraw¬
ing before the partial successes of the
Russians along the battle front north
of Warsaw are following their well-
known tactics of delaying the advance
of their opponents as long as possible
by holding each successive trench until
it becomes untenable. Reports reach¬
ing Petrograd to-day, however, Indi¬
cate the German front has been pierced
at least on two points between Cie-
chanow and Przasnysz, which has re¬
sulted In severing communication be¬
tween the German columns.
A German repulse here, military crit¬

ics say, will be more significant as a
strategic advantage than as a decisive
factor in the campaign raging on all
sides of Warsaw. It will give the
Russian forces operating northwest of
Warsaw, Russians point out, space in
which to manoeuvre on the right bank
of the .Vistula, their right wing, which
hitherto has been cramped by the fall¬
ing back of their own troops upon
tho Polish capital.
Uninterrupted lighting in the last

three weeks is now being augmented,
It Is said, by day and night attacks on
tho Russian positions between Lowlcz
and the River Vistula. Constant Ger¬
man reinforcements from other parts
of tho battle front are reported to bo
entering the struggle in this locality.

NO CHRISTMAS TRUCE
KfTortM ot Pope Full, "OnliiR to Opposi¬

tion of Certain Power."

ROME, December 12..The Vatican
authorities to-day made public a docu¬
ment setting forth the efforts made
by the Pope to obtain a truce In tho
European war during, the Christmas
season.
The ecorts of the Pontiff, unfortu¬

nately, failed, according to the Vatican
announcement, "owing to the opposi¬
tion of a certain power."

First announcement of the Pope's
efforts for a Christmas truce came
through the German Official Press Bu¬
reau two days ago, which said Ger¬
many Swas agreeable .to the proposal,
provided the others accepted it.
Yesterday the prcsB bureau s.akl* Rus¬

sia had declined.

TAKING OFF THE BANDAGES

The Now Liniment Is dotting Uncle on Ills Feet in Short Order.

'TO TAKE IIP PROHIBITION
AND SUFFRAGE IN HOUSE

Rules Committee Will Permit Con¬
sideration of Two Measures He-

fore Christinas Recess.

KNDS YEARS OF AGITATION

Hobson Constitutional Amendment
Will Be Called Up on December 22.
Jubilation Among.. Advocates of
Two Causes of Prospect of Hearing.

[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
WASHINGTON, December 12..The

Rules Committee of the House to-day
decided to permit the consideration by
the House before adjournment Is taken
for the Christmas holidays of both
the IiobHon constitutional amendment
for prohibition, and the Mondell reso¬
lution providing for an amendment ex¬
tending the right of suffrage to women.
After so many years of agitation by

the advocates of both these causes,
there was great jubilation among them
to-day over the prospect at least of
getting a hearing before' Congress.
The llobson prohibition amendment is
to be brought up on December 22.
Right hours will be allowed for debate,
and there will be. unlimited oppor¬
tunity for amendment. Members of
the Kules Committee were unanimous
in voting for the consideration of the
Hobson proposal for nation-wide pro¬
hibition.
The unanimity of the committee,

however, is not to be taken as an indi¬
cation that the requisite t.wo-thlr<Js
vote to adopt the resolution will be
assured. The general Impression Is
that the resolution will not pass.
The prohibition leaders expect much

advancement of the prohibition cause
from the consideration to be given by
the House.
Chairman Henry, of the Rules Com¬

mittee, said to-day that the House
could be kept In session until disposi¬
tion is made of both the prohibition
and the suffrage resolution.

President Wllqjn Is opposed to the
Mondell resolution, having frequently
declared his belief, that suffrage for
women Is a State rather than a> na¬
tional question. Hecause of his opposi¬
tion. there Is considerable doubt
whether the necessary two-thirds vote
can bo obtained.

Secretary Hryan Issued a statement
to-day In regard to the prohibition and
suffrage questions, In which he said he
was Interested In seeing the Demo¬
cratic party "take the moral side of
both questions." Hut he makes It clear
that he does not think the passage of
the amendments at this time expe¬
dient.

HENRY VAN DYKE SAILS
Amerlcnu Minister to the Netherlands

Iteturnx to IIIn Pout.

NKVV YORK, December 12..Henry
van Dyke. American minister to the
Netherlands, sailed for his post to-day.
Eye trouble was the chief roason for

his visit here, lie said.
When be arrived here about two

weeks ago he refused to comment on
a report thit be was the bearer of ajetter from Queen Wllhelmlna to
President Wilson, suggesting that Hol¬
land and the United States act lo-
gothtfi" to Induce the warring nations
to lay down tho'r arms. To-day, how¬
ever, he denied the report. 1

TWO HUNDRED tlHCRAn
mil NEEDED 31 Nffl

Captain Bristol, Chief of Aeronautical
Bureau, Makes Recommendations

to House Committee.

APPROPRIATION OF $2,200,000
Front of Fleet in Action Now a Ver¬

tical Plant, With Submarines Be¬
neath Water, War Vessels on Sur¬
face and Aircraft Above.

WASHINGTON, December 12..Two
hundred naval aircraft.100 for active
service and 100 to be held In reserve.]are urgently needed by the United
States Navy in Its plans for national |defense, according to recommendations
of Captain Mark L. Bristol, chief of the
Aeronautical Bureau of the Navy De¬
partment, submitted to-day to the
House Naval Committee.

It would require an appropriation of
$2,2(10,000 to bring the aeronautical
branch of the navy up to the proper
standard of efficiency, Captain Bristol
told the committee. Its purposes ho
describes as follows:
"The air navy of the United States

must consist of aeroplanes, somtrlgld
or nonrlffid nlrshlps, the destroyer,
cruiser and battleship of the air, re¬
spectively. Tho aeroplane will be used
for scouting to discover the enemy's
fleet especially submarines and mines,
and to attack the dirigibles and aero¬
planes of the enemy. It Is the torpedo
boat of the air against the airship
cruisers and battleships. Having- dis¬
covered the subarines and mines, It
directs the air cruisers to attack these
craft and to countermine, and at tho
!same time protects the cruisers from
'the enemy's aircraft. The air cruisers
also will lay mines, probably will be
used to drop aerial torpedoes on the
surface ships of the enemy and be
utilized over land for reconnolssance
and dropping bombs.
A 111 NAVY KSSKNTIAI,

PAKT OF FHJHTINtt FtJIlCK
"The uses ot which aircraft can be

put In war will be better known after
tho European war. It seems that tho
air navy will be just as essential a
part of the country's fighting force as
the battleships and submarines. Tho
front of our fleet In action has now
become a vertical plant, with sub¬
marines and mines beneath the sur-
fact and aircraft In the air. To bo
successful ugainHt any onemy the
country must havo command of tho
air the same, us command of tho sea.
"Any nation that has suitable air¬

craft could detect submarines," h$
added. "The aeroplane can see sub¬
marines and mines very plainly, guide
the dlriglblo to them which can tie-
scend close to the water, drop high
explosives to countermine or destroy
the submarine. Wo can pick up the
mines ot their usual depth, even fol¬
low the ant-hor line of the mine down
to a considerable depth bolbw tho
mine. Tho submarine, If It comes to
the surface, would be attackod by th©
surface craft. Tho submarlno could
dive <Jeop only for a limited time, but
must coino up and show tho periscope
to get Its bearings. A bomb dropped
upon It should not bo arranged to ex¬
plode until beneath the water. If, eay
200 pounds of high explosive, it would
disturb the submarine not submerkod
more'"than thirty or forty feot oven
to tho oxtent of disabling It, or It
might destroy the periscope

GERMAN OFFICER TELLS
OF FIGHTING ON THE YSER

Diary of Dead Soldier Eloquent In
Testimony of Desperate At¬

tempts to Cross River.

WRITES OF COLOSSAL LOSSES

Says Artillery of Enemy Wonderfully
Well Handled.Care of Wounded
Leaves Much to Re Desired.Ra¬
tions .Not Received Regularly.

BY PATRICK DEBATIIK.
NORTHERN FRANCE, December 12.

.The diary of a German officer of the
Two Hundred and Second Regiment of
Reserve Infantry, who was killed on
October 27, at Stuyverkerque, Is elo¬
quent In Its testimony of the desperate,
attempts made by the enemy to cross
the Yser. An entry, dated October 24,
is as follows:
"The battle continues; It began

again at about 5:45 A. M. I crossed the
Yser on a bridge of boats. Directly)
we got to the left bank of the river
we advanced at the double, scrambling
through ditches under the most In¬
fernal Are from the enemy. A bullet
grazed my neck, making me giddy, but
unfortunately did not break the skin.
We took up.a position near the farm of
Vandewoude, where we Intrenched
ojirselves .against the terrible artillery
Are of the allies.

"It was an awful situation. In open
order we reached the fifth trench. We
have not the slightest idea of the gen¬
eral situation. I have no knowledge
of where the enemy are, nor what
forces we have against us. and thero
is no means of obtaining Information.]At every line, through which I passed.
I have discovered that our losses have
been colossal, and In no case propor¬
tionate to the advantage gained. The
artillery of the enemy Is wonderfully
well handled, and Is altogether too
Ftrong, and as ours have not been able
to put any of their gunB out of action,
being not too well served, the progress
of our infantry has no effect, and only
imposes upon it heavy and useless
losses.
OAltK OK WOUNDED I.KAVEM

MUCH TO IIE DESIRED
"The care of the wounded also leaves

much to he desired. At Dlxmude I
saw over forty of our wounded' lying
on the ground, having received no at¬
tention. Our ambulance train Is being
kept uselessly waiting on the other
side of the Yser. it Is also Impossible
to receive our rations regularly. For
days now we have had nothing warm
to eat or drink. The quantity of bread
served out to us is altogether Insuffi¬
cient. All our reserve rations are ex¬
hausted. The water Is filthy, quite
trreen, but we are obliged to drink It.
Tho men are reduced to the state of
beasts. Personally, I haVp nothing left
to eat, and I am Hi a terrible condi¬
tion.
"October 25, we had a comparativelyquiet night. Our command of tho

bridge over the Yser Is practically as¬
sured. The battle raged all day long.Wc have received no orders as yet. The
struggle between tho enemy's artillery
and our Infantry continues without
any' result except more enormous
losaes on our sldo.
"Octobor "26.Tho night was horrible.

It poured with rain Incessantly. I was
frozen cold, and was obllgod to stand

(Continued on Last Pag«T)

GERMAN REPULSES
IN BOTH THEATRES
OF WAR REPORTED

Allies Regain Possession of
Extended Section Along

Yser Canal.

SEVERAL TRENCHES
OF ENEMY 3L0WN UP

Front of Forces Advancing To¬
ward Warsaw Pierced in

Two Places.

TEUTONS RETIRING IN DISORDER
Presence of Servia's Aged Ruler

Leads to Throwing Rack of
Austrians.

's *The Frcnch War OMce lias an)
nounced that three German "batteries
harl been destroyed and others
silenced; that several German trenches
had been blown up: that the allies had
made successful infantry attacks, ahd
that they had regained possession of
an extended section along tho west
bank of the Yser Canal, In Belgium, to
capture which the Germans engaged
in the most desperate and deadly light- .

ing in the war in the west.
Petrograd dispatches state the front

of the German forces which have been
advancing toward Warsaw from the
northwest has been pierced in two
places. The French official statement;
reforring to this same phase of the
eastern campaign, says that violent
German attacks have been defeated;and that the Germans are retiring Ihdisorder. Along the German centre,west of Warsaw, it is said, the attacksof the Invaders have beep repulsedwith heavy losses.
The Servians are said by the FrenchWar Office to have pushed furthertheir newly won advantage In thefighting with tho Austrians, crossing ithe Kolubara River, in NorthwestKervla, and capturing two towns.The otllcial Gorman statement Baysthat attacks of the allies In France andBelgium have been repulsed, and thoGermans have gained ground nearArras and In the Argonne region.In a daring Turkish naval bombard¬ment of the Russian port of Batum,near the eastern end of the BlackJJea, roported from Constantinople, It.was said 100 Russians were ktleld..The-" dispatches did not intimate thocharacter of the attacking vessels. ¦'

GERMAN CItUISKK UltKMUBMTAkIO.N UEFIGK IN LMLET
Tho German cruiser Dresden was saidlo have taken rofugo from the pursu¬ing British In an Inlet on the Pata-gonlnn coast.
It has become apparent that renewedmilitary activity in France, tho pre-:else nature of which has been left indoubt, has not yet attained the dimen¬sions of a general assault. Berlin la \speculating whether the allies, takingadvantage of Germany's preoccupationin tho struggle with Russia, will.seizetho opportunity to begin a generalmovement.
Reports from Froncl) and Englishsources state tho Germans are beingpushed back slowly hero and there, asthough the present, operations of thoallies were in tho nature of testingattacks.
Tho campaign In Eastern Prussia Ipnow viewed more complacently by thoallies. Petrograd had reported theGermans were within fifteen miles ofWarsaw, but it is now said this ad¬

vance has been checked.
It Is asserted In Paris that the Ger¬man plan of campaign has failed; thatattempts to outflank the Russian rightand left have been defeated, and thatthe Germans arc now reduced to thonecessity of making frontal attacks,I which, so far, have been futile andcostly. German observers, however,whilo frankly recognizing the Im¬

mense Importance of the outcome, see
so reason for believing that the Ger¬
man plan of campaign la in dangerof failure.
The mystery of Servla's sudden re¬

versal of form Is attributed In Paris
to a dramatic incident. It Is said
King Peter, Scrvia's iiged ruler, went
to the front when his army apparent¬ly was being pushed to extremities bythe Austrians, and said to his sol¬
diers: "Your old King has come to
die with you for the fatherland."
Thereupon a general assault was or¬
dered, resulting In tho recently report-
ed repulse of the Austrians.

KKICNCH SOW OCCUPY
WEST IIA\K OP YSER CANAl.
PARIS, Pcdmbcr 12..The Frencjiofficial bulletin given out lti Paris this

afternoon nays French troops now oc¬
cupy the west bunk of the Yser Canal.
Artillery engagements, all of them re¬
sulting more or less advantageously to
the Krcnch, are reported In the^region
of Arras, near Nampoel In the Alsnc,
In tho region of Perthes, near the for¬
est of LnGrurie, on the heights of the
Mouse and In the Vosges. Tho text
of tho communication follows:
"The enemy has completed the evftc-

nation of the west bank of the Yser
Canal to the north of the house of
the ferryman, and we occupy this
bank.

"In the region of Arras thoro have
been artillery engagements. In the
region of Nampoel our batteries hav'p
reduced to silence the batteries of the
enemy. In the regton of the Alsne our
heavy artillery silenced at the field bat¬
teries of the Germans. At a point north¬
east of Vallly, one of their batteries of
howitzers was completely destroyed.

"In tho region of Perthes, and In the
vicinity of the forest of LaGrurle, thero
have been artlllory engagements and
.some Infafitry fighting, which resulted
advantageously to us.
"On tho heights of the Mouse the arV

tlllery of the enemy showed little ac¬
tivity. On the contrary, our artillerydemolished at Deuxnouds, to tho west
of yigneulles-Les-IIattonchatel, tv/pbatteries of tho enemy, one compose)^of guns of large calibre and the other
used for tiring upon aviators. I«\ this
same region we have blown up a block*
house.and destroyed several trenches,
"Between the Mouse ahd the Mosetl<t

there Is nothing to report, and In tttft
Vosges there have ben artlllry engage¬
ments. In the region of Senones wo
have consolidated the positions gained
by us tho evening before.' .'i'&V


